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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments, filed on 10/26/05, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-10 
are allowable. 



2. In view of Applicant's amendment to independent claims 1, 2, and 7 the rejections are 
hereby withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



1 . Claims 1 - 1 0 are allowed. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest: 

Regarding claim 1," a focusing status detecting apparatus which detects a focusing status 
of a taking lens with respect to a two-dimensional image pickup device for image output of a 
camera that obtains an image to be outputted, the focusing status detecting apparatus determining 
that the focusing status is one of front focus, rear focus, and in focus, the focusing status 
detecting apparatus comprising: 
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a plurality of two-dimensional image pickup devices for detecting the focusing status 

which detect the focusing status, the plurality of image pickup devices receiving subject light 
incident through the taking lens with different optical path lengths, a focusing evaluation value 
being obtained according to a high frequency component of each of images obtained by the 
plurality of image pickup devices for detecting the focusing status, the focusing status being 
determined according to the obtained focusing evaluation value, 

wherein a number of pixels of the plurality of image pickup devices for detecting the 
focusing status is smaller than a number of pixels of the image pickup device for image- 
output, and wherein of the digital signals of the images obtained by the image pickup 
devices for detecting focusing status only digital signals corresponding to pixels within a 
predetermined focus area are extracted, so that the focusing status is detected within a 
frame of the image smaller than the entire frame the image to be outputted obtained by the 
image pickup device for image-output/' 

Regarding claim 2," a focusing status detecting apparatus which detects a focusing status 
of a taking lens with respect to a two-dimensional image pickup device for image output of a 
camera that obtains an image to be outputted, the focusing status detecting apparatus determining 
that the focusing status is one of front focus, rear focus, and in focus, the focusing status 
detecting apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of two dimensional image pickup devices for detecting the focusing status 
which detect the focusing status, the plurality of image pickup devices receiving subject light 
incident through the taking lens with different optical path lengths, a focusing evaluation value 
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being obtained according to a high frequency component of each of images obtained by the 
plurality of image pickup devices for detecting the focusing status, the focusing status being 
determined according to the obtained focusing evaluation value, 

wherein an image pickup size of the plurality of image pickup devices for detecting 
the focusing status is smaller than an image pickup size of the image pickup device for 
image output, and wherein of the digital signals of the images obtained by the image pickup 
devices for detecting focusing status only digital signals corresponding to pixels within a 
predetermined focus area are extracted, so that the focusing status is detected within a 
frame of the image smaller than the entire frame of the image to be outputted obtained by 
the image pickup device for image-output.'' 

Regarding claim 7, a focusing status detecting apparatus which detects a focusing status 
of a taking lens with respect to a first image pickup device for image-output of a camera that 
obtains an image to be outputted, the focusing status detecting apparatus adapted to determine 
whether the focusing status is front focus, rear focus, or in focus, the focusing status detecting 
apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of second image pickup devices for detecting the focusing status by 
detecting a two dimensional image, the plurality of second image pickup devices receiving 
light incident through the taking lens with different optical path lengths, a focusing evaluation 
value being obtained according to a high frequency component of each of images obtained by the 
plurality of first image pickup devices, the focusing status being determined according to the 
obtained focusing evaluation value, 
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wherein a number of pixels of the plurality of second image pickup devices is 
smaller than a number of pixels of the first image pickup device, and the focusing status is 
detected within a frame of the image smaller than the entire frame of the image to be 
outputted obtained by the first image pickup device.'' 

Regarding claims 3-6 and 8-10, the claims are allowed as being dependent of claims 1,2 
and 7, respectively. 

Conclusion 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance."Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conununications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung H. Lam whose telephone number is 571-272-7367. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday SAM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on 571-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HL 

11/09/05 




DAVID L. OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT 
EXAMINER 



